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Eman Abdelhadi, University of Chicago. Our society is 

increasingly composed of multiple subcultures—ethnic, religious and 

political. Eman Abdelhadi’s research uses the case of second-

generation immigrant Muslim Americans to answer several 

questions: How do these subcultural communities reproduce 

themselves across generations? Why are some more successful at this 

than others? Abdelhadi traces individuals’ relationships with Muslim 

communities across the life course, showing the ways in which 

attachment is gendered at individual, household and institutional 

levels.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jonah Birch, Appalachian State University. Jonah Birch’s 

research interests include political sociology, labor and social 

movements, European politics, work and employment, comparative 

historical sociology, welfare states, and comparative political 

economy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Clegg, University of Chicago. John Clegg is an historical 

sociologist working on the roots of mass incarceration in the United 

States and the comparative political economy of slavery and 

emancipation in the Atlantic world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Jeremy Cohan, School of Visual Arts. Jeremy Cohan 

is the Interim Chair of the MA Program for Critical 

Theory and the Arts at the School of Visual Arts. His 

awards and honors include: Outstanding Graduate 

Teaching Award, New York University; Henry 

MacCracken Fellowship, New York University; 

Resident Scholar, Home School 3 Art Space; John 

Billing Fiske Poetry Prize, University of Chicago. 

 

 

 

 

Jessie Ford, Columbia University. Jessie Ford 

conducts research at the junction of social science 

and public health, with particular emphasis on how 

expectations and inequalities around gender and 

sexuality shape sexual violence, health, and pleasure. 

Dr. Ford’s work brings a fresh perspective to sexual 

and reproductive health by deploying insights from 

the sociology of culture and studies of gender 

inequality. In her current postdoctoral position at 

Columbia University’s Department of Sociomedical 

Sciences, Dr. Ford works under Dr. Mark 

Hatzenbuehler (on the CPRC Steering Committee) to implement an NIH R01 grant researching 

the effect of structural stigma on the sexual health of gay and bisexual men in the United States. 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Laidley, University of Colorado, Boulder. 

Thomas Laidley is currently a postdoctoral fellow 

(NIH/NIA 'T32' training grant) at the Institute of 

Behavioral Science at the University of Colorado, 

Boulder. His work is somewhat diverse in subject 

matter, but generally involves the dynamic relationships 

between people and their physical environments, and the 

inequalities that emerge as resources and hazards are 

unevenly sorted through space and place.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Erez Marantz, Tel Aviv University. An economic sociologist, 

Erez’s research focuses on transformations of markets and 

industries, and the way organizations and individuals motivate, and 

react to, these largescale changes. His work integrates theoretical 

insights from sociology, organizational theory, and economics to 

better understand economic transactions and institutional dynamics. 

Taking a case study approach, he studies specific industries, such as 

the American television industry and Israeli Hi-tech, to examine the 

complex relationships between macro institutional processes and 

micro economic interactions. To do so, Erez employs a wide range 

of research methods, including network analysis, computational text 

techniques, statistical modeling, and interviews. 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexis Pang, Consortium Research Fellows Program. Alexis 

Pang is a Post-Doctoral Research Fellow (2018-2021) in the 

Consortium Research Fellows Program. She also works with the 

U.S. Army Research Institute for the Behavioral and Social 

Sciences on projects related to culture, ethics, and the professions. 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Shelly Ronen, Haverford College. Shelly Ronen received her 

B.A. in Psychology and Feminist Studies from Stanford 

University and her Ph.D. in Sociology from New York 

University. She teaches courses on gender, sexuality, feminism, 

culture, and science and technology studies. Previously she 

taught at Temple University, West Chester University and New 

York University. Her research focuses on cultures of work, 

theories of moral worth, and gendered sexuality. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christopher Warren Seeds, University of California-Irvine. 

Christopher Seeds's research interests encompass punishment writ 

broadly, including laws, policies, practices, and experiences 

concerning sentencing, confinement, and prison release. Seeds's 

current research examines very harsh penal laws and practices. One 

ongoing project studies the emergence of life imprisonment without 

the possibility of parole (LWOP) as a feature of contemporary 

punishment in the United States. Another project focuses on 

contemporary sentencing reform initiatives and the ways in which 

bifurcation between low-level and serious, or nonviolent and violent 

crimes operates in and is produced by those reforms. Seeds's work 

aligns with scholarship and commentary emphasizing that mass 

incarceration cannot be reduced without attention to sentencing for 

violent crime. 

 

 

 

Anna Skarpelis, Harvard University. Anna is a cultural and 

comparative-historical sociologist applying qualitative and 

computational methods in her research on racialized 

authoritarianism, subjectification and the transformation of 

large scale institutions (such as citizenship and the welfare 

state). She is currently a postdoctoral fellow in the Weatherhead 

Scholars Program at Harvard University, where she co-

organizes Michèle Lamont’s Research Cluster on Comparative 

Inequality and Inclusion. 

 

 

 

Gerard Torrats-Espinosa, Columbia University. Gerard 

Torrats-Espinosa is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Data Science 

Institute and Assistant Professor of Sociology. His research 

draws from the literatures on urban sociology, stratification, and 

criminology, and it focuses on understanding how the spatial 

organization of the American stratification system creates and 

reproduces inequality. Gerard’s current research agenda 

investigates (1) how the neighborhood context, particularly the 

experience of community violence, determine the life chances 

of children; (2) how social capital and social organization 

emerge and evolve in spatial contexts; and (3) how place and 

geography structure educational and economic opportunity in 

America and elsewhere.  

https://wcfia.harvard.edu/weatherhead-clusters/comparative-inequality-and-inclusion
https://wcfia.harvard.edu/weatherhead-clusters/comparative-inequality-and-inclusion


 
 

Fangqi Wen, University of Oxford. Fangqi Wen 

is a Postdoctoral Prize Research Fellow in 

Sociology at the Nuffield College in the 

University of Oxford, and an Associate Member 

in the Department of Sociology. She studies 

inequality and intergenerational mobility from 

both objective and subjective perspectives. In her 

PhD dissertation and related research projects, she 

examines (1) how differential fertility and 

population policy affect stratification processes 

and socioeconomic inequalities, and (2) the 

perceptions and misperceptions of 

intergenerational mobility and their redistributive implications. Her previous work has appeared 

in academic journals such as Demography and the Proceedings of the National Academy of 

Sciences and has been featured in media outlets such as The Wall Street Journal. She is the 

recipient of the Kerckhoff Award from the International Sociological Association Research 

Committee on Stratification and Mobility (RC28), the National Science Foundation Dissertation 

Improvement Award, and the Nan Lin Graduate Student Paper Award from the International 

Chinese Sociological Association. 

 

Hillary Lauren Angelo, University of California-

Santa Cruz. Hillary Lauren Angelo is an Assistant 

Professor of Sociology at the University of 

California, Santa Cruz. Her research explores the 

relationship between ideas about nature and 

urbanization from historical, theoretical, and 

ethnographic perspectives. She is interested in how 

ideas about nature are formed, the social conflicts 

they produce, and how they are deployed to 

influence the built environment. Her forthcoming 

book, How Green Became Good: Urbanized Nature 

and the Making of Cities and Citizens (Fall 2020, 

University of Chicago Press), traces a century of 

urban greening in Germany’s Ruhr region. She is also working on two additional projects: one 

on infrastructure and sociology, and the other on the rise and politics of urban sustainability 

planning. 

 

 

 



Jonathan Marc Bearak, Guttmacher Institute. 

Jonathan Marc Bearak is a Senior Research Scientist 

at the Guttmacher Institute where he applies 

Bayesian methods to improve estimation and 

understanding of differences across countries and 

change over time in pregnancies, abortions and 

pregnancy intentions. He also leads research 

investigating the complex relationship between 

women’s fertility intentions and earnings inequality, 

as well as research which examines special 

disparities in access to reproductive healthcare in the 

United States. He collaborates with colleagues as a 

co-investigator on a major new mixed-methods 

research grant from the NIH to improve researchers’ and clinicians’ understanding of 

contraception failure. His work has been published in The Lancet, American Sociological 

Review, Social Forces, Demographic Research, and other scientific journals. Findings from his 

studies have been covered by National Public Radio, The New York Times, BBC, and other 

national and international media. 

 

Julia Andrea Behrman, Northwestern University. Julia 

Behrman is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at Northwestern 

University’s Weinberg College of Arts and Science Department 

of Sociology. Her research explores the relationship between 

inequality in educational opportunity and demographic 

processes, with emphasis on fertility and family formation. Much 

of her work is motivated by a central question: How does family 

background shape educational opportunities, and in turn, how 

does education shape fertility, family formation, and the 

intergenerational transmission of inequality? Her work takes an 

international comparative perspective that focuses on contexts in 

sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia undergoing rapid economic, 

social, and demographic change. Behrman’s research has 

received awards from American Sociological Association Sections on Education, Population, 

and Development; the Society for the Study of Social Problems; the Population Association of 

America; and the Sociologist AIDS Network. Her research has received funding from the South 

African Medical Research Council and the NYU Global Research Institute.  



Max Besbris, Rice University. Max Besbris is an Assistant 

Professor of Sociology at Rice University and is a Visiting 

Scholar at the Russell Sage Foundation (2020-2021). His research 

examines how individuals make decisions in organizations and 

economic markets, how these decisions are influenced by 

interaction with others, and how these decisions reproduce 

existing demographic and geographic inequalities. In his 

book, Upsold (to be published in 2020 by The University of 

Chicago Press), he investigates how people choose where to live 

and how much to spend in the housing market by showing how 

interactions between agents and buyers created buyers' 

preferences, including their price preferences, and that agents’ 

assessment of neighborhoods and buyers matter for the 

cultural meaning and demographic make up of different places. 

His work has received funding from the National Science 

Foundation, the Russell Sage Foundation, and the Tow-Knight Center, and awards from the 

American Sociological Association, the Society for the Advancement of Socio-Economics, the 

Eastern Sociological Society, and the Society for the Study of Social Problems. 

  

Mónica L. Caudillo, University of Maryland, College Park. 

Mónica L. Caudillo is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the 

University of Maryland, College Park. Her research focuses on 

how disruptions to social context impacts young women’s sexual 

activity, fertility, marriage, and cohabitation in the United States 

and Mexico. One of her lines of research assesses the effect of 

exposure to community violence on fertility, marriage, 

cohabitation, and other demographic outcomes in Mexico. 

Another line of research focuses on the relationship between the 

opioid epidemic and family formation and structure in the United 

States. She is also working on several projects looking at patterns 

of inequality in contraceptive use, fertility preferences, and risk of 

unintended pregnancy in the United States. In addition to her 

academic activities, she has extensive experience conducting research applied to public policy 

evaluations in developing countries. 



Daniel Cohen, University of Pennsylvania. Daniel Cohen is 

an Assistant Professor of Sociology at University of 

Pennsylvania, where he directs the Socio-Spatial Climate 

Collaborative, or (SC)2. He is also a Senior Fellow at Data for 

Progress. In 2018-19, he was a Member of the Institute for 

Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey (2018-19). He is 

the co-author of A Planet to Win: Why We Need a Green 

Deal. He is currently completing a book project called Street 

Fight: Climate Change and Inequality in the 21st Century 

City, under contract with Princeton University Press, to be 

published in 2021. His research and writing have appeared in Nature, Public Culture, The 

International Journal of Urban and Regional Research, The Guardian, The 

Nation, Jacobin, Dissent, and elsewhere. 

Mark Cohen, Chinese University of Hong Kong. Mark Cohen is an 

Assistant Professor of Sociology at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. 

He is a comparative-historical sociologist, and his research is oriented to 

the basic question of what brought about the large-scale social changes 

that laid the foundation of the modern capitalist world. His published work 

has mostly focused on Japan, analyzing major political events and 

economic trends from the seventeenth century to the twentieth. He is 

currently working on a book based on his dissertation, investigating the 

processes of rural economic development beginning in the nineteenth 

century in countries outside the West such as Japan as well as Russia and 

China. 

 

Jacob Faber, New York University. Jacob William Faber is 

an Associate Professor of Sociology and Public Service in New 

York University's Robert F. Wagner School of Public 

Service and holds a joint appointment in NYU's Sociology 

Department. His research and teaching focuses on spatial 

inequality. He leverages observational and experimental 

methods to study the mechanisms responsible for sorting 

individuals across space and how the distributions of people by 

race and class interact with political, social, and ecological 

systems to create and sustain economic disparities. While there 

is a rich literature exploring the geography of opportunity, there 

remain many unsettled questions about the causes of 

segregation and its effects on the residents of urban ghettos, 

wealthy suburbs, and the diverse set of places in between. His 

scholarship highlights the rapidly-changing roles of numerous 

institutional actors (e.g. mortgage lenders, real estate agents, check cashing outlets, and police 

officers) in facilitating the reproduction of racial and spatial inequality. Through investigation 



of several aspects of American life, he demonstrates that a pattern of “institutional 

marginalization” emerges as a powerful mechanism connecting segregation to socioeconomic 

disadvantage. 

 

Russell Ferri, City University of New York. Russell Ferri is a 

Senior Research Associate at City University of New York’s Institute 

for State & Local Governance. He works with stakeholders to 

conduct process and outcome evaluations for implementation of New 

York’s bail reform legislation and also assists partners in the 

MacArthur Foundation Safety and Justice Challenge. Prior to joining 

ISLG Russell was a Senior Research Analyst at the New York City 

Criminal Justice Agency (CJA), New York City’s primary pretrial 

services agency. While at CJA he was the lead writer for a successful 

three-year, $986,000 grant application to study failure to appear, served as a project manager for 

several randomized controlled trials, managed the Research Department’s data, and directed the 

publication of the Agency’s Annual Report. He currently serves on the Board of Directors of 

the New York Association of Pretrial Service Agencies (NYAPSA) and as an adjunct assistant 

professor in Political Science at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice. 

 

John M. Halushka, San José State University. John M. Halushka 

is an Assistant Professor of Justice Studies at San José State 

University. As an ethnographer, his research explores how mass 

imprisonment shapes the daily lives of marginalized populations. 

His work has appeared in Ethnography, Punishment and 

Society, and Social Problems. His dissertation, The Runaround: 

Punishment, Welfare, and Poverty Survival After Prison, is an 

ethnographic study of prisoner reentry in New York City. Based on 

three years of ethnographic fieldwork at Second Chances and Uplift, 

two community-based prisoner reentry agencies, and 45 in-depth 

interviews with formerly incarcerated men of color, The 

Runaround explores prisoner reentry as both a lived experience of 

poverty survival and a political project of poverty governance. As 

social services in the United States have become increasingly 

austere, privatized, and disciplinary, The Runaround provides an on-the-ground account of how 

this policy regime shapes the poverty survival strategies of formerly incarcerated men, and how 

street-level organizations administer this uniquely American system of poverty governance. 

 



Max Holleran, University of Melbourne. Max Holleran is 

Lecturer in Sociology at the University of Melbourne. He 

researches urban growth and mass tourism and has written about 

the history of beachfront development in Europe and the politics 

of architectural aesthetics. His dissertation is a comparative study 

of European Union expansion and urbanization in post-Franco 

Spain and post-socialist Bulgaria that examines Europe’s shifting 

center-periphery relationship. His essays have appeared 

in Dissent, The New Republic, Boston Review, Slate, and Public 

Books. 

 

Jeannie Kim, Columbia University. Jeannie Kim is a Post 

Doctoral Fellow and lecturer at Columbia University. Her 

research agenda is motivated by questions investigating inequality 

in education and the mechanisms within and outside of 

educational institutions that mediate the heterogeneous 

experiences and outcomes of students. Her current research 

examines the influence of various institutional factors and social 

forces on teachers’ evaluations of student academic effort and 

potential, with a particular interest in the racial variation of those 

evaluations. Her work has been published in Sociology of 

Education, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, and International Higher Education. 

 

Suzy Lee, Binghamton University. Suzy Lee is an Assistant 

Professor of Human Development at Binghamton University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Emi Lesure, Stanford University. Emi Lesure is an Research Data 

Administrator and Survey Statistician at Stanford University’s Institute for 

Research in the Social Sciences (IRiSS). As a part of the IRiSS, she works 

with the United States Census Bureau. She is dedicated to researching and 

analyzing social problems, systems, and public policies and developing 

ways to improve them based on what the data tell. Her research and work 

experience has focused on community development, public policy, 

inequality, poverty, employment, health, and education in both the US and 

developing countries. 

 

Nada Matta, Drexel University. Nada Matta is an Assistant 

Professor of Sociology and Global Studies and Modern Languages at 

Drexel University. Her research interests are in political economy, 

social movements and gender studies; she primarily investigates 

questions of structural inequality and social change in the Middle 

East. She is currently working on a manuscript entitled "The Road to 

Tahrir: Origins and Sustainment of the Egyptian Revolution of 2011". 

She examines the background conditions and the social forces that 

brought about the Egyptian Revolution of 2011. In a related project, 

she writes a paper on gender and labor in Egypt; and has also co-

authored a paper on the Second Palestinian Intifada, which is 

published in the European Journal of Sociology. 

 

Schneur Z. Newfield, Borough of Manhattan Community College. 

Schneur Z. Newfield is an Assistant Professor of Social Sciences, 

Human Services, and Criminal Justice. His research focuses on the 

process individuals undergo when making major life transitions. His 

book, Degrees of Separation: Identity Formation While Leaving Ultra-

Orthodox Judaism (Temple University Press, April 2020), explores the 

lives of a group of men and women who were raised in ultra-Orthodox 

Jewish communities and decided to leave that way of life. Before 

coming to BMCC, he taught sociology courses for two years in six New 

Jersey state prisons through Rutgers University-Newark’s New Jersey 

Scholarship and Transformative Education in Prisons (NJ-STEP) 

program. 

 



Amaka Okechukwu, George Mason University. Amaka 

Okechukwu is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology 

and Anthropology at George Mason University. She served as a 

Postdoctoral Scholar at the Center for Advanced Social Science 

Research at New York University, and as a Social Science Research 

Council-Mellon Mays Graduate Initiatives Fellow. Her research is 

interdisciplinary and engages with social movements, race, 

community studies, public history, and Black archives. Her most 

recent book To Fulfill These Rights: Political Struggle over 

Affirmative Action and Open Admissions was published this past year 

by Columbia University Press. 

 

Caitlin Petre, Rutgers University. Caitlin Petre is an Assistant 

Professor of Journalism and Media Studies. In her research, she 

examines the social and material implications of an increasingly 

data-saturated world, with particular attention to the relationship 

between digital technologies, expertise, and media industries. Using 

field research methods, she analyzes how new sources of 

quantitative data interact with long-established approaches to 

cultural production and the management of media workers. Her 

current book project, which is under contract with Princeton 

University Press, explores how audience analytics are reshaping the 

work of journalism. In today's commercial newsrooms, journalists 

are increasingly judged based on the number of clicks, likes, shares, 

and “attention minutes” their articles generate.  

 

Peter Rich, Cornell University. Peter Rich is an Assistant Professor 

of Policy Analysis and Management (PAM) and Sociology at Cornell 

University. His research investigates the connection between 

structural inequalities and individual choices in the United States. His 

work ultimately examines the promises and perils of market-oriented 

public policy, illuminating the conditions under which open choice 

expands opportunity for under-served populations, and when it 

exacerbates segregation and stratification. His publications and 

working papers engage three main research areas: dimensions of 

inequality in parental housing and schooling decisions, the expression 

of social status hierarchies in market behavior, and economic 

insecurity and education policy. 



Rene Rojas, Binghamton University. Rene Rojas is an Assistant 

Professor of Human Development. He is also a Visiting Assistant Professor 

of Political Science at Hobart and William Smith Colleges. 

 

 

 

 

Jason Thompson, Multnomah County Health Department. 

Jason Thompson works at the Multnomah County Health 

Department in Portland, Oregon. As a senior social epidemiologist 

in the Public Health Division, he analyzes housing security as a 

social determinant of health among Medicaid population. His work 

has been published in Research and Social Stratification and 

Mobility, The Russell Sage Foundation Journal of the Social 

Sciences and by the Chicago University Press. 

 

 

 

Stacy Torres, University of California, San Francisco. Stacy 

Torres is an Assistant Professor of Sociology in the Department 

of Social and Behavioral Sciences at the University of 

California, San Francisco. She is affiliated with the Institute for 

the Study of Societal Issues at University of California, 

Berkeley. Her research and teaching interests include gender, 

health/ mental health, the family, urban communities, aging and 

the life course, and qualitative research methods.  Her research 

has been supported by fellowships from the Ford 

Foundation and the American Sociological Association 

(ASA) Minority Fellowship Program and has received awards 

from the Mather LifeWays Institute on Aging and the ASA 

sections on Family, Urban and Community Sociology, Aging and the Life Course, and 

Sociological Practice and Public Sociology. 



Adamer Usmani, Harvard University. Adamer Usmani is an 

Assistant Professor of Sociology and Social Studies at Harvard 

University. His research is driven by some simple questions. Why do 

some people flourish while others suffer? And what explains why, in 

some places but not others, movements or policies emerge to challenge 

or moderate this inequality? In one set of papers, he explores when and 

why ordinary individuals manage to coordinate collective action, and 

how well these patterns explain the forward march of democracy. In 

other work, he studies the origins and consequences of American mass 

incarceration. Most of his work uses computational and quantitative methods, which he has 

taught at the graduate level. He retains a keen interest in the comparative historical method, and 

in qualitative social science more generally. 

 

Francisco Vieyra, State University of New York, 

University at Albany. Francisco Vieyra is an Assistant 

Professor of Sociology and Latin American, Caribbean & 

U.S. Latino Studies at the University at Albany. Previously, 

he was a Postdoctoral Fellow at Washington University in St. 

Louis. His work National Center for Institutional Diversity 

focused on racial inequality, urban life, and politics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Weide, California State University, L.A. Robert Weide 

is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at California State 

Univeristy, Los Angeles. His is interested in criminology, race 

and ethnicity, urban sociology and radical theory. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Abigail Weitzman, The University of Texas at Austin. Abigail Weitzman 

is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University 

of Texas at Austin. She is also a research affiliate of the Population 

Research Center and the Long Island Institute for Latin American Studies at 

the University of Texas. Her research examines two interrelated 

questions linking social psychology and demography: how do expectations 

and desires influence the timing and nature of important events in people’s 

lives, cumulatively shaping demographic patterns and population health? 

And, reciprocally, how do shifting demographic circumstances influence 

desires, expectations, and behaviors in ways that determine individuals' 

health outcomes and trajectories? Different components of her research have generously been 

funded by the National Science Foundation, William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, National 

Institute for Child Health and Human Development, NYU Mainzer and MacCracken 

Fellowships, and seed funds from the University of Texas's Population Research Center and 

Population Health Initiative.  

 


