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 Who We Are 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Religion is a public category, debated and discussed with ardor 
around the world. The Department of Religious Studies explores 
religious practice as an important aspect of social life in three ways: 

1) Students study the theories and methods by which religion is
analyzed today, including psychological, sociological,
anthropological, hermeneutic, philosophical, historical, legal
and literary work. We think of "religion" as a concept that has
itself been an intellectual object of inquiry, and has played a
key role in the development of the human and social sciences.

2) Second, students learn empirically about religion in different
times and places either through historical or ethnographic
study, using textual, visual and audio sources.

3) Third, approached as lived practices, religions present us with
a valuable lens for examining realms in social life: gender and
sexuality, race, the nation-state, violence, memory, ethics,



emotions, politics, economy, power, art, literature and media. 
These realms, in turn, impact upon religions. 	

Our teaching and research oriented towards the academic study 
of religious phenomena and does not promote or endorse either 
religious belief itself or the views of any particular religious 
tradition. Religious Studies at NYU uses resources from several 
areas of study in the University: for instance, courses may be 
taught by scholars of Anthropology, Classics, English, Fine Arts, 
French, Hebrew and Judaic Studies, History, Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies, Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, Music, 
Performance Studies, Spanish and Portuguese Languages and 
Literature, and other academic disciplines. 	



Undergraduate Program 
_________________________________________________________________ 

The Department of Religious Studies explores religious practices as 
important aspects of social life. We include three related 
approaches: study of the history of religion; examination of primary 
texts and artifacts; and interdisciplinary analysis of the ideas and 
activities that have contributed to the development of various 
religions. It should be stressed that the program is oriented toward 
the academic analysis of religious phenomena and is not intended 
to promote or endorse either religious belief itself or the views and 
practices of any particular religious tradition. 

For the major, students are required to take eight 4-point courses 
(32 points), which must include RELST-UA.0001 (Theories and 
Methods in the Study of Religion - only offered in the Fall semester) 
and RELST-UA.0015 (Advanced Seminar - only offered in the Spring 
semester).The rest are electives up to the student. 



Graduate Program 
_________________________________________________________________ 

The Masters Degree in Religious Studies introduces students to 
primary areas in the contemporary academic study of religion. Our 
interests include religion and media, secularity and religious 
pluralism, and the transformation of religious traditions in 
modernity. After graduating our students typically go on to PhD 
programs or jobs in a number of fields, including journalism, 
publishing, education, and non-profit work. 

Students take courses in two areas: 1) our MA seminars, which 
provide rigorous training in social theory and the formal study of 
religion, and 2) seminars students select in consultation with us in 
empirical or disciplinary areas covered by the wide range of courses 
offered across graduate school. The MA thesis (or exam), which is 
planned with our faculty and those faculty members in relevant 
fields, allows students to develop some of the ideas and skills they 
have acquired during their time in residence with us. 



MA in Religion with a 
Concentration in 
Journalism 

In close coordination with the Carter Journalism Institute the 
Department of Religious Studies offers an MA in Religious Studies 
with a concentration in Journalism and Religion. This degree 
provides education and training for students seeking careers as 
professional newspaper, magazine, or broadcast journalists with an 
expertise on religion. 

More details on the program can be found at 
https://as.nyu.edu/religiousstudies/graduate/concentration-
in-journalism-and-religion.html.



What Can You Do With Your Religious 
Studies Degree? 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Graduates from our Department have gone on to jobs in the fields 
of:  

• Business
• Counseling
• Social Work
• Education
• Journalism
• Law
• Medicine
• Event Planning

• Hospitality
• Government
• Marketing
• Management
• Museums
• General Arts
• Non-profits/NGOs
• Publishing



Faculty Profiles 
Angela Zito     Chair and Associate Professor 
Cultural history/historical anthropology; critical theories of religion; religions of China; 
filaility in China; religion and media; history and anthropology of embodiment; gender; 
performance and subjectivity; documentary film.

Adam Becker     Professor 
Jewish-Christian relations in Late Antiquity; critical theories of religion; Syriac language 
and literature; reception of classical antiquity; religion in the modern Middle East.

Elayne Oliphant     Assistant Professor 
Christianity; secularism critical approaches to the study of religion; visual anthropology; 
public space; France; Europe; contemporary art; museums; capitalism; xenophobia and 
privilege

Hent de Vries     Professor 
Philosophy of religion, modern European thought, history and critique of metaphysics, 
religion and violence, religion and media, and literature and temporality

Annette Yoshiko Reed     Associate Professor 
Second Temple Judaism, New Testament and early Christianity, Jews and Christians in 
late Antiquity, and Biblical interpretation and parabiblical literature

Benjamin Fleming     Adjunct Professor 
Ritual, myth, iconography, and material culture in South Asia, with a particular emphasis 
on pilgrimage traditions and sacred geography.



Contact Us 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Religious Studies core faculty 

Have any more questions that weren’t answered here?  
Visit our website at http://as.nyu.edu/religiousstudies.html 

For more specific questions, please feel free to email  our 
administrator at religious.studies@nyu.edu with any questions you 
may have.  

To make an appointment to speak with the chair of the Department 
directly, please email angela.zito@nyu.edu to arrange an 
appointment.  



Religious Studies Department at NYU 

Best wishes in your academic journey!




