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Who should take and what you might expect 

This is a new seminar, and what we do depends both on how many 
enroll, what their background is and what they are interested in. Students 
will work on 3 or 4 projects over the semester, starting with data 
collection and ending with a presentation to the seminar (5 minutes or 
so). Any quantitative project related to political science or public policy 
is fair game. Students may work alone or in small teams. 

The course is open to anyone who is interested in the use of data in 
social science or public policy. There is no formal prerequisite, other 
than this interest. If you had POL 850, great. If not, it is still fine as long 
as you have the interest. Of course the data is collected and then 
analyzed with a package. R is preferred because is free and you can use 
at home. But if you know something else, that is okay. And the most 
important thing is an interest about using quantitative evidence for social 
science/public policy questions. Often simple graphs are pretty good; if 
you liked doing multiple regression, you can do that. 

Obvious topics are: covid-19, election data (2020 if available), data on 
income and inequality and such, data on criminal justice and police 
actions, climate data, environmental data, etc. etc. etc. Some things are 
hard to study quantitatively and I will rule those things out. But there are 
lots of projects that can be pursued. (You can even run survey 
experiments at NYU if you want? Or study NYU data if you can get.) 

If you have any questions, please email me at nathaniel.beck@nyu.edu 

mailto:nathaniel.beck@nyu.edu


Please note if you are a public policy major this course should count, but 
you would need to make sure of this via the public policy advising office 
since I am no longer running that program.


