
SOAPSTone WORKSHEET 
Directions: Use The following as a  graphic organizer to be used for primary source document analysis. 

S What is the subject of the piece? What are the general topics/and/or/ideas contained in the text?  
O What is the occasion? What are the time, place, and setting of the piece?  
A Who is the audience? To whom is the piece directed?  
P What is the purpose? What is the purpose or reason this piece was written?  
S Who is the speaker? Who is the voice that tells the story?  
Tone What is the tone of the piece? What is the attitude or emotional characteristics present in the piece?  

What to Look For: 

Name:____________________________________________  
Date:_______Chapter:_____ 
Document Being Analyzed: ______________________________________________________________ 

■ Who is the Speaker?   
■ The voice that is speaking. 
■  Identification of the historical person (or group of people) who 

created the primary source.  
■ What do we know about this historic or contemporary person?   
■ What role does he play in an historic event?  
■ What is the Occasion?  
■ What is the time and place?  
■ The context in which the primary source was created?   
■ What is the Geographic and Historic intersection at which this 

source was produced?  
■ Who is the Audience?   
■ The readers to whom this document is directed.

■ The audience may be one person, a small group, or a large 
group; it may be a certain person or a certain people.  

■ What is the Purpose?   
■ What is the reason behind the text  Why was it written? 
■ What goal did the author have in mind?  
■ What is the Subject?   
■ What is the general topic, content, or idea contained in the text?   
■ Summarize in a few words or phrase. What is the Tone?   
■ What is the attitude expressed by the speaker?   
■ Examine the choice of words, emotions expressed, imagery 

used to determine the speaker's attitude. 
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What is the 
subject of the 
piece?  
What are the 
general topics/
and/or/ideas 
contained in the 
text?

Cholera Conference in Venice 
- Rewriting of the quarantine restrictions for 

vessels with actual cases or suspected 
cases of cholera 

- Most important change seems to be that 
number of cases will depend on who is 
actually sick on board the boat, not who was 
sick at the point of departure, because some 
people healed and others who were healthy 
became sick 

Epidemics in late 19th century 
- Tracks the cholera epidemic from India that 

spread across the Middle East and Europe, 
and another one in the Middle East. Tracks 
mortality rate as well as the path of the 
disease 

Cholera Conference at Dresden 
- An extension of the conference in Venice to 

reiterate rules and regulations concerning 
cholera on ships 

- Notable addition: government need to tell 
each other when there is cholera in their 
territories 

- Meanwhile persia is evading quarantine 
measures (I think) 

Cholera Conference at Paris 
- NOW Persia is involved, specifically with 

regards to sanitary stations for the 
pilgrimage to Mecca, and for ships in the 
Persian Gulf 

- It doesn’t seem that the governments 
involved could agree on measures however, 
and Turkey did not ratify the Convention and 
Great Britain did not agree with the Persian 
Gulf recommendations

Evidence: 
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What is the 
occasion? 
 What are the time, 
place, and setting 
of the piece? 

This handbook was written in 1915- a period during 
which England held  major imperial dominion in the 
world and  was a leading power during the first 
World War against the Central Powers. 

The events described in the handbook took place at 
the end of the 19th century and early 20th century. 
During this time, the Ottoman Empire was having a 
lot of problems and struggling to retain control of 
their empire and kept constantly trying to take over 
some Persian territories that were under British 
Influence as it is the case of Bahrain.  

Evidence: 
Title: Lorimer Gazetteer pf Persian Gulf (1915)-excerpt (Copy 

of India Office) 

“The government of India also considered it their duty to 
warn Her majesty government of the probability that any 

sanitary authority which might be delegated to the Turks in 
the Persian Gulf on the Shaft-Al _Arab would be abused for 

political ends, and specially for the purpose of promoting the 
unwarrantable claims of Turkey to Sovereignty over Bahrain 

and Mahammereh”. ( P. 2529)
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Who is the 
audience?  
To whom is the 
piece directed? 

British diplomats and policy makers. The Gazetteer 
was published in secret and only used as a source 
of history and information meant to guide British 
policy. 

Evidence: 
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What is the 
purpose?  
What is the 
purpose or reason 
this piece was 
written?

The Gazetteer was published in secret in 1908 and 
1915 for use by the British government, specifically 
to guide their policy regarding and relations with the 
Persian Gulf.  
In particular, the timing of publication coincided with 
changing British policy toward India and in the 
Persian Gulf, toward an attempt at colonizing much 
of the Persian Gulf as part of Britain’s India policy. 
As such, this document served to aid British 
imperialism. In particular, the Persian Gulf was 
meant to be incorporated into the British Raj (or at 
least protection of the same.) The information 
contained in the Gazetteer was intended to furnish 
information to aid the British in exercising power 
over the area.

Evidence:
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Who is the 
speaker? 
 Who is the voice 
that tells the 
story?

John Gordon Lorimer was a British diplomat, 
historian and colonial administrator. John Gordon 
Lorimer was commissioned by the British 
government to produce a convenient and portable 
handbook for British diplomats traveling the Indian 
and Middle East regions. He worked on his 
handbook for 12 years detailing everything from the 
region's topography to demography of towns.  
British government valued his work, but classified it 
as secret for decades. 

Lorimer wrote the Gazetteer in a British imperial 
perspective for a British imperial audience.  

Evidence: 

Lorimer, Gazetteer of Persian Gulf (1915)--excerpt (copy in India 
Office) 

“Persian Gulf Tragedy: The death and Legacy of John Girdon 
Lorimer” - by Daniel A. Lowe, Gulf History and Arabic Language 
Specialist, British Library, 13 Aug 2014 https://www.qdl.qa/en/
%E2%80%98persian-gulf-tragedy%E2%80%99-death-and-
legacy-john-gordon-lorimer 

The diplomat’s portable handbook (wheelbarrow required), BBC 
news,  https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-magazine-
monitor-30344377 

“ . . . the Turks being allowed to interfere in the affairs of Arab 
principalities subject to British influence” para.1 p.6 

“As might have been expected from the jealousy prevailing 
between the Turkish and Persian Governments, from the non-
acceptance by Great Britain of the Persian Gulf articles of 
Convention and from the sweeping reservations made by the 
Turkish Government . . .” papa.2 p.6

Tone What is the tone of 
the piece?  
What is the 
attitude or 
emotional 
characteristics 
present in the 
piece?

Evidence:

https://www.qdl.qa/en/%25E2%2580%2598persian-gulf-tragedy%25E2%2580%2599-death-and-legacy-john-gordon-lorimer
https://www.qdl.qa/en/%25E2%2580%2598persian-gulf-tragedy%25E2%2580%2599-death-and-legacy-john-gordon-lorimer
https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-magazine-monitor-30344377
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What is the 
occasion? 
 What are the time, 
place, and setting 
of the piece? 

Evidence:
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Who is the 
audience?  
To whom is the 
piece directed? 

Evidence: 

The apology is delivered in 
English, French and Creole
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What is the 
purpose?  
What is the 
purpose or reason 
this piece was 
written?

Evidence:
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Who is the 
speaker? 
 Who is the voice 
that tells the 
story?

Evidence:

Tone What is the tone of 
the piece?  
What is the 
attitude or 
emotional 
characteristics 
present in the 
piece?

 Evidence:


