
NYU Environmental Studies 
ENVST-UA 450.002 / ANST-UA 600.00 

Animals and the Law 
Spring 2022 

Wednesdays 4:55-7:25 
25 West 4th Street, Room C-1 

Instructor: Dr. Elan Abrell 
Email: ea101@nyu.edu  
(please include course title in subject – I will try to respond within 24 hours on weekdays, 
but do not regularly check email on weekends and holidays) 
Office Hours: By appointment over Zoom or phone, 12:00-2:00 pm on Wednesdays is 
generally open, but contact me to schedule meetings – I will work to be as 
accommodating of your schedule as possible 

Course Description 
This course will provide an introductory overview of the law as it applies to non- human 
animals. The course will explore the historical and philosophical treatment of animals 
under the law; discuss how such treatment impacts the way judges, policymakers, 
lawyers, legal scholars and lay people see, speak about, and use animals; survey current 
animal protection laws and regulations as they relate to farmed animals, companion 
animals, animals used in entertainment, and wildlife; consider recent campaigns to 
reform animal protection laws; examine the concept of “standing” and the problems of 
litigating on behalf of animals; interrogate the current classification of animals as 
“property” and the impacts of that classification; and debate the merits and limitations of 
alternative classifications, such as the recognition of legal rights or “personhood” for 
animals.  

Course Policies  
Required Reading 
You do not need to purchase any required readings for this class as they will be made 
available as PDF’s or web links on Brightspace.  

Absences and Participation 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, we should all be prepared for schedule changes 
on short notice. I understand that in these especially challenging times unforeseen 
circumstances may occasionally make it difficult for people to attend meetings, so let me 
know in advance if you will be unable to attend, and I will endeavor to record the class 
session. It is also possible that I will need to hold class remotely if I am required to 
isolate, so make sure to check for Announcements on the course Bright Space page, 
where I will announce any changes (the announcements are also sent to you email). 
Otherwise, everyone is expected to attend sessions (whether in-person or remote) 
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prepared to actively engage in discussions of the assigned readings each week. If you find 
that you are either having problems with the material or that other circumstances are 
affecting your class performance, please speak with me as early as possible. 

Alternative Learning Accommodations  
Your experience in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of New 
York University to provide equal educational opportunity and participation for students 
with disabilities. If you would like to request academic accommodation due to alternative 
learning styles/needs, please contact the Henry and Lucy Moses Center for Students with 
Disabilities:  

NYU's Henry and Lucy Moses Center for Students with Disabilities 
726 Broadway, 2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10003-6675 
Telephone: 212-998-4980 
Voice/TTY Fax: 212-995-4114  
Email: mosescsd@nyu.edu 
Web site: www.nyu.edu/csd 

If you have already established accommodations, you are welcome to communicate your 
approved accommodations to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your 
needs in this course. 

Gender Pronouns 
This course affirms people of all gender expressions and gender identities. If you want to 
be called a different name than what is indicated on the class roster, please let me know. 
And please inform me of your correct gender pronouns. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Immigration Status 
As an educator, I fully support the rights of undocumented students to an education and 
to live free from the fear of deportation. If you have any concerns in that regard, feel free 
to discuss them with me, and I will respect your wishes concerning confidentiality.  

Academic Integrity, Plagiarism, and Cheating (adapted from the website of the 
College of Arts & Science, https://cas.nyu.edu/content/nyu-as/cas/academic-
integrity.html):  
Academic integrity means that the work you submit is original. Obviously, bringing 
answers into an examination or copying all or part of a paper straight from a book, the 
Internet, or a fellow student is a violation of this principle. But there are other forms of 
cheating or plagiarizing which are just as serious — for example, presenting an oral 
report drawn without attribution from other sources (oral or written); writing a sentence 
or paragraph which, despite being in different words, expresses someone else’s idea(s) 
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without a reference to the source of the idea(s); or submitting essentially the same paper 
in two different courses (unless both instructors have given their permission in advance). 
Receiving or giving help on a take-home paper, examination, or quiz is also cheating, 
unless expressly permitted by the instructor (as in collaborative projects).  

Class Participation 
The course will function as a seminar in which we will spend most of the class time 
discussing the reading topics as a group. Through our discussions we will identify and 
explore the issues raised in the readings. Because the seminar format treats learning as a 
collaborative process in which we all participate equally, it is essential that students 
attend class prepared and actively participate in class discussions. 

Class Conduct 
This course covers a number of issues about which some people may hold strong 
feelings. Part of the goal of the class is to enable students to learn from each other and 
communicate their thoughts on contemporary issues in articulate and compelling ways. 
While everyone is entitled to their thoughts and encouraged to share them, please do so in 
a constructive way. Treat everyone in the classroom with respect, regardless of whether 
you disagree with their opinions.  

Required Assignments – to be submitted on NYU Brightspace. 
Success in the course is also dependent on the timely completion of the following: 

Book Review – Due March 23 
You must read a book related to animals and the law and write an academic book review 
of the book (750-1250 words). A list of books will be provided. 

Final project - Due TBD 
You must either write a research essay (minimum of 1500 word) or a creative projective. 
If you choose a creative project, you will need to hand in an “artist statement” alongside 
it. Contact with me to discuss this further if you’re interested in this option. 

Discussion Leaders: For each class, students will be responsible for presenting on and 
leading our discussion about the topics addressed in the readings. Leaders should come to 
class prepared with several discussion questions for the class based on issues raised by 
the readings that they found interesting or provocative. Students are expected to 
coordinate with partners outside of class. 

Attendance and Participation:	I	expect	regular	attendance	and	thoughtful	
participation	from	all	students.	My	assessment	of	the	quality	of	your	performance	on	
these	items	will	account	for	25%	of	your	grade	in	this	class. 
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Grading  
Class Attendance/Participation: 25% 
Book Review: 20%  
Discussion leading: 25% 
Project: 30% 

Course Schedule 

Readings on the syllabus are subject to change, but students will be advised of any 
changes in advance. The reading assignments listed under each day must be completed by 
the beginning of class that day.  

WEEK 1 – January 26: Course Introduction 

WEEK 2 – February 2: The	Anthropocentric	Terrain	of	Law	 
• Oliver v. Anaheim, No. 11-55492 (9th Cir. 2012) 
• Maneesha Deckha. 2013. “Initiating a Non-Anthropocentric Jurisprudence: The 

Rule of Law and Animal Vulnerability Under a Property Paradigm.” Alberta Law 
Review 50(4): 783-814.  

• Matthew Liebman. 2011. “Who the Judge Ate for Breakfast: On the Limites of 
Creativity in Animal Law and the Redeeming Power of Powerlessness.” Animal 
Law 18: 133-150.  

WEEK 3 – February 9: Animal Agency in Legal History: Animals on Trial  
• Anila Srivastava. 2007. “‘Mean, Dangerous, and Uncontrollable Beasts:’ 

Mediaeval Animal Trials.” Mosaic: A Journal for the Interdisciplinary Study of 
Literature Volume 40(1): 127-43.  

• Philip Jamieson. 1988. “Animal Liability in Early Law.” Cambrian Law Review 
19: 45-68  

• Jeff St. Clair. 2018. “Let us Now Praise Infamous Animals.” Counterpunch.org, 
Aug. 3.  

WEEK 4 – February 16: Welfare v. Rights 
• Cass R. Sunstein. 2004. “Introduction: What Are Animal Rights?” In Animal 

Rights. Edited by Cass R. Sunstein & Martha Nussbaum.  
• Will Kymlicka and Sue Donaldson. “Rights.” In Critical Terms for Animal 

Studies. Edited by Lori Gruen. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  
• Clare Palmer and Peter Sandøe. “Welfare.” In Critical Terms for Animal Studies. 

Edited by Lori Gruen. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

WEEK 5 – February 23: Property v. Persons 
• Kristen Stilt. 2018. “Law.” In Critical Terms for Animal Studies. Edited by Lori 

Gruen. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  
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• Gary Francione. 2004. “Animals – Persons or Property?” In Animal Rights. 
Edited by Cass R. Sunstein & Martha Nussbaum. 

WEEK 6 – March 2: No Class	

WEEK 7 – March 9: Standing and the Challenges of Enforcement 
• Cass R. Sunstein. 2000. “Standing for Animals (With Notes on Animal Rights).” 

UCLA Law Review 47.  
• Lovvorn, Jonathan. R. 2006. “Animal Law in Action: The Law, Public Perception, 

and the Limits of Animal Rights Theory as Basis for Legal Reform.” Animal Law 
12(2): 133-150.  

WEEK 8 -  March 16: Spring Break - No Class 

WEEK 8 – March 23: Anti-Cruelty v. Anti-Carceral? 
• Pamela D. Frasch et al. 1999. “State Animal Anti-Cruelty Statutes: An Overview.” 

Animal Law 5.  
• Animal Legal Defense Fund. 2020. “State Animal Protection Laws Ranked.” 
• Justin Marceau. 2019. “Race, Mass Criminalization, and Animal Law.” Beyond  

Cages: Animal Law and Criminal Punishment.  
***Book Review Due on Brightspace 

WEEK 9 – March 30: Farm Animal Law (or the Lack Thereof) 
• David Wolfson and Mariann Sullivan. 2004. “Foxes in the Hen House: Animals, 

Agribusiness, and the Law.” Animal Rights: Current Debates and New Directions. 
Edited by Cass Sunstein and Martha Nussbaum. 

• Delcianna Winders. “Beyond the Law? Interrogating the Scope of Common 
Farming Exemptions.” (draft) 

WEEK 10 – April 7: Captive Animal Law (or the Lack Thereof) 
• Christopher M. Lucca. 2013. “Keeping Lions, Tigers, and Bears (Oh My!) in  

Check: The State of Exotic Pet Regulation in the Wake of the Zanesville, Ohio 
Massacre. Villanova Environmental Law Journal 24. 

• Delci Winders. 2017. “Captive Wildlife at a Crossroads—Sanctuaries, 
Accreditation, and Humane-Washing.” Animal Studies Journal 6: 161. 

WEEK 11 – April 14: Habeus I 
• Jess Eisen “From Falling Heavens to Business as Usual: Rethinking Habeas 

Corpus for Nonhuman Animals” in Gruen and Marceau 

WEEK 12 – April 21: Habeus II 
Film: Unlocking the Cage 
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WEEK 13 – April 28: Wild Animal Law (or the Lack Thereof) 
• Braverman, Irus. “Animal Mobilegalities: The Regulation of Animal Movement 

in the American City.” Humanimalia 5(1): 104-35. 
• Mika McKinnon. 2019. “Tardigrade Spill on the Moon Proves We Need Rules for 

Spreading Life Beyond Earth.” Vice. August 20. https://www.vice.com/en_us/
article/59nbm5/tardigrade-spill-on-the-moon- inspires-need-for-rules-on-
spreading-life-beyond-earth  

• Loren Grush. 2019. Why Stowaway Creatures on the Moon Confound 
International Space Law.” The Verge. August 16. 

WEEK 14 – May 4: TBA	

Final Project Due: TBA 
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