
 

 

 

M/W 2-3:15pm 

Location: TBD 

Instructor: Becca Franks 

beccafranks@gmail.com 

 

 

Course Objectives: 

Welcome! In this course you will gain an overview of animal welfare and the science associated 

with describing the well-being of animals under our care.  Students will drive much of the course 

content—selecting articles to discuss, presenting current events, leading group discussions, and 

importantly, choosing a species to represent throughout the semester.  Through this experience, 

you will learn how to critically evaluate scientific papers, juggle multidimensional and often 

conflicting lines of evidence, and communicate your passion for animals in an effective way.  The 

first third of the course will provide you with an overview of the issues at hand.  The second third 

of the course will allow you to delve deep into the specific topics related to animal welfare.  In 

the final third of the course, we will take a step back to consider big picture questions related to 

scientific validity and to locate promising areas for future research.   

Required texts: 

A selection of review articles, thought pieces, news items, and scientific articles will be listed on 

NYU Classes.   

Grading Overview: 

Throughout the course you will present one current event (2 points), introduce 3 species of your 

choosing (3 points), write six one-page responses to the weekly readings (5 points each = 30 

points total), present 1 scientific article (10 points), and synthesize your thoughts into a final 

presentation (30 points) and paper (30 points).  



Schedule: 

Session Day Topic Assignment Due 

Part 1: The Lay of the Land 

1.01 M: 23/Jan Intros & Issues None 

1.02 W: 25/Jan Animal Diversity  R1.02 

1.03 M: 30/Jan Species Intros Species selections 

1.04 W: 01/Feb Communicating Science Schedule preferences 

1.05 M: 06/Feb Tinbergen’s 4 Questions + 1 R1.05 

1.06 W: 08/Feb Levels of Analysis R1.06 

1.07 M: 13/Feb History of Animal Welfare R1.07 

1.08 W: 15/Feb Around the Globe Paper selections 

 M: 20/Feb President's Day   

Part 2a: The Individual 

2.01 W: 22/Feb Motivation—What an Animal Wants R2.01 + CE 

2.02 M: 27/Feb Motivation Discussion R2.02 + WW/SP 

2.03 W: 01/Mar Emotion—How an Animal Feels R2.03 + CE 

2.04 M: 06/Mar Emotion Discussion R2.04 + WW/SP 

Part 2b: The Environment  

2.05 W: 08/Mar Environmental Enrichment (EE) R2.05 + CE 

 M: 13/Mar Spring Recess  

 W: 15/Mar Spring Recess   

2.06 M: 20/Mar EE Discussion R2.06 + WW/SP 

2.07 W: 22/Mar Cognitive Enrichment & Challenges R2.07 + CE 

2.08 M: 27/Mar Cog. Enr. & Challenges Discussion R2.08 + WW/SP 

Part 2c: The Life and Relationships 

2.09 W: 29/Mar Natural Living R2.09 + CE 

2.10 M: 03/Apr Natural Living Discussion R2.10 + WW/SP 

2.11 W: 05/Apr Abnormal Behavior  R2.11 + CE 

2.12 M: 10/Apr Abnormal Behavior Discussion R2.12 + WW/SP 

2.13 W: 12/Apr Human-Animal Relations R2.13 + CE  

2.14 M: 17/Apr Human-Animal Relations Discussion R2.14 + WW/SP 

Part 3: The Big Picture 

3.01 M: 24/Apr Scientific (In)Validity 1 R3.01 

3.02 W: 26/Apr Scientific (In)Validity 2 R3.02 

3.03 M: 01/May (Re)Defining Animal Welfare R3.03 

3.04 W: 03/May Presentations Final presentation 

3.05 M: 08/May Presentations (last class) Final presentation 

 



Assignments: 

RX.XX – the reading assigned each week will be posted on NYU Classes (see “Readings” section 

below).  You should read the reading before class.  Exact readings TBD and subject to modification 

throughout the semester.  

Species selection (3 points) – find 3 species that interest you. For each species, write two 

paragraphs: (i) one describing their life history and (ii) one discussing the potential welfare issues, 

science, and solutions for that species.  In class, we will talk about the three species you have 

selected.  At the end of class 1.03, you will be assigned one of your species to represent for the 

rest of the semester.   

Schedule preferences – come to class with an idea of when you would like to present: (i) a news 

item/current event (CE), (ii) the scientific paper (SP) that you will present in Part 2, and (iii) your 

final presentation (last two days of class). 

Paper selections – come to class with 3 paper selections for your scientific paper (SP) 

presentation.  While your selections will not be graded, they are one of the most important things 

you will do in the course.  One of the papers you select will be read and discussed by the entire 

class, so be sure to bring in a good selection—it will determine our reading list!  We will cover 

what makes for a good paper selection in the Communicating Science class (1.04), but please feel 

free to contact me with your questions and ideas before class.  

Current Event (CE; 2 points) – 5-minute presentation of an animal welfare current event from a 

news source of your choice.  

Weekly Writing (WW; 5 points each, 6/semester = 30 points total) – write a one-page synthesis 

of the week’s topic and how it relates to the species you are representing.  You do *not* have to 

turn in a WW the week you are doing your Scientific Presentation.   

Scientific Presentation (SP; 10 points) – present and lead a discussion of a scientific paper of your 

choosing.  You should pay special attention to the methods section and critically evaluate how 

the authors have operationalized what they sought to study.  Are they measuring what they say 

they are measuring?  What could they have done better to get at their research question? Do 

you think they found what they claim to have found?  What could they have done to strengthen 

their conclusions?  What are alternative implications for their findings?  How does what they 

found relate to previous work in the field?  While all students will have read the paper, you will 

be the expert and in charge of guiding them through the implications of the article.   You do *not* 

need to turn in a WW the week you are doing your SP.  

Outlines (10 points presentation outline; 10 points paper outline) – bring outlines of your final 

presentation and paper to class to be workshopped by fellow students.   



Final presentation (20 points) – on one of the last two days of class, you will give a presentation 

covering the important issues and welfare challenges facing your species as well as potential 

solutions moving forward that may include ideas for new research.  

Final paper (20 points) – a 12-page paper covering the important issues and welfare challenges 

facing your species as well as potential solutions moving forward that may include ideas for new 

research.  Due during exam week.  

 

Basic Expectations: 

Attendance and politeness—including punctuality, attention, and engagement—are vital! 

Absences & Late Assignments: If something comes up and you are unable to attend class and/or 

need to turn in assignments late—that is, you hand in an assignment after the class in which it 

was due—first, let me know as soon as possible!  I strongly encourage you to do whatever you 

can to make sure that you keep on-top of your work and are present during class.  If there are 

extenuating circumstances, please bring in documentation otherwise your grade will be docked 

1 point per day late and/or for every class missed.  At my discretion, in exceptional cases, you 

may be allowed to complete a bonus assignment to make-up lost points.     

Plagiarism: results in failure in the class and referral to an academic dean. Plagiarism includes: 

copying sentences or fragments from any source without quotes or references; not citing every 

source used in your papers; citing internet information without proper citation; presenting 

someone else’s work as your own; or copying verbatim from any source. You are subject to CAS’s 

guidelines on plagiarism: http://cas.nyu.edu/page/ug.academicintegrity 

Disability disclosure statement: academic accommodations are available to any student with a 

chronic, psychological, visual, mobility, learning disability, or who is deaf or hard of hearing. 

Students should please register with the Moses Center for Students with Disabilities at 212-998-

4980.  

 

Readings: (TBD) 

R1.02—Animal Diversity 

 

R1.05—Tinbergen’s 4 Questions + 1  

 

R1.06—Levels of Analysis 

 

R1.07—History of Animal Welfare 

 

R2.01—Motivation: What an Animal Wants 



 

R2.02—Motivation Discussion 

 

R2.03—Emotion: How an Animal Feels 

 

R2.04—Emotion Discussion 

 

R2.05—Environmental Enrichment 

 

R2.06—Environmental Enrichment Discussion 

 

R2.07—Cognitive Enrichment & Challenges 

 

R2.08—Cognitive Enrichment & Challenges Discussion  

 

R2.09—Natural Living 

 

R2.10—Natural Living Discussion  

 

R2.11—Abnormal Behavior 

 

R2.12—Abnormal Behavior Discussion 

 

R2.13—Human-Animal Relations 

 

R2.14—Human-Animal Relations Discussion 

 

R3.01—Scientific (In)Validity 1 

 

R3.02—Scientific (In)Validity 2 

 

R3.03—(Re)Defining Animal Welfare 

 

 


