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The Social and Cultural Analysis Program is designed as a transdisciplinary course of study, meant to prepare students for a wide 

variety of appointments and careers in academic, cultural, and public institutions.  

 

The following guidelines are thus intended to provide a framework for the development of coherent, individualized programs for 

students.  They are to a large extent offered as flexible guideposts, not absolutely rigid requirements.  Each student’s program is 

developed, and periodically revised as necessary, in consultation with the advisor, the Program Directors and the DGS.  

 

   

THE FIRST YEAR 

 

Orientation: All students will attend a mandatory one-day department orientation to go over course requirements, advisors, and 

student programming. Orientation is normally scheduled for the first Friday of the fall semester.  

 

Advising:  Upon arrival, a suitable advisor for each student will be chosen from the program faculty.  Students are also 

encouraged to make contact with other faculty in the program who share their interests.  While students should meet with their 

advisors prior to registration for the second semester’s courses, ultimate approval of course selection always lies with the DGS. N.B: 

There is no expectation that the student’s initial advisor will serve in that capacity in advanced stages of the student’s work—

i.e., as a thesis advisor.  The relationship with the initial advisor is one of general intellectual guidance and support. 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

Language Requirement: The Department requires that MA students successfully demonstrate proficiency in a second language at a 

minimum intermediate-level for the degree—typically by either (a) passing a language proficiency exam (usually administered by 

GSAS) or (b) having successfully completed at least four semesters of undergraduate language preparation (grade of B or better) 

no more than two years prior to the first term of registration in GSAS. Students should consult with the Director of Graduate 

Studies during the first semester about their plans for language study or for fulfilling the foreign language requirement. 

 

Course Requirements:  All entering students will register for the American Studies Seminar (an introduction to the field) in the fall 

semester, and Strategies for Social and Cultural Analysis (an introduction to concepts and methods) in the spring semester.  

Students must fulfill the requirements for these courses as the minimum requisite for the MA degree, which can be awarded upon 

the completion of 32 credits’ worth of course work (and fulfillment of the foreign language requirement, detailed above), 28 of 

which must have been taken in residence at NYU. Throughout the period of matriculation, students should select courses that will 

help them to pursue their interests in a coherent fashion. Students are permitted to take courses outside of the department at the 

discretion of their advisor and the Director of Graduate Studies.  

 

MA Thesis: Student’s enrolled for the terminal MA in Social and Cultural Analysis are required to complete a Master’s thesis to be 

submitted toward the end of their final semester in the program. Students register for an independent study [AMST-GA 3309 – 
Reading in American Studies] with their primary advisor when writing the thesis. A second reader from the core faculty is required 

for final approval of the thesis. The MA thesis should be based upon original research and should approximately 40 to 60 pages 

in length and determined in consultation with your thesis advisor.  

 

Internships: Students are permitted to complete some of their coursework in the form of an internship at a cultural or public 

institution connected with the student’s scholarly interests.  During the second year, the student should consult with the advisor 

and the DGS about placement in such an internship, which must be approved by the Program and supervised by an NYU faculty 

member. 
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SUMMARY OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

 Two required seminars: American Studies Seminar (AMST-GA 3301; 4 points—offered in the Fall); 

Strategies for Social and Cultural Analysis (AMST-GA 3303.001; 4 points—offered in the Spring). 

 

 Five additional courses (20 points), at least three of which must be offered by the Department of 

Social and Cultural Analysis. The roster of graduate courses is offered on semi-regular rotation and is 

occasionally modified to reflect changing faculty interests and Program demands.  It has in the past 

included the following: Technology and Nature; Urban and Suburban Studies; Genres in Popular Culture; 

Inter-American Studies; Globalization; Cultural Politics and Social Movements; Gender and Cultural 

History; The State, The Law and the Public Sphere; Feminist/Queer Theories; The Long Twentieth 

Century; Race and Racism in the Modern World; Migration: Ideas and Populations; Historicizing 

American Literature; Literary into Cultural Studies; Marxist Thought and Critical Practice; US 

Ethnography: History, Topics, Theory 

 

 One four-credit Independent Study (AMST-GA 3309 – Reading in American Studies) for the writing of 
the MA thesis with primary thesis advisor  

 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS CHECKLIST 

 

 

 American Studies Seminar 

 Strategies for Social and Cultural Analysis 

 SCA Elective 

 SCA Elective 

 SCA Elective 

 SCA Elective 

 SCA Elective 

 Independent Study/MA Thesis with Primary Thesis Advisor 

 

 

* Each course is worth 4 points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 = 32 points* 
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ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

 

GSAS guidelines stipulate that, to be in good academic standing, students must have successfully completed 66% of the credits 

attempted at NYU (i.e., two of the three courses registered for in each term of a full-time schedule), maintaining a minimum GPA 

of 3.0 (or a grade of B) throughout the period of matriculation.  The guidelines further mandate that a student may not have on 

record more than a total of two N  (No Credit),  F  (Fail), or I (Incomplete) grades in order to be eligible to receive financial 

aid.  

 

GSAS requires that students maintain continuous enrollment in their programs from the time of matriculation to graduation. To 

maintain active status in a degree program a student must enroll each fall and spring semester until their degree is granted. 

There are three ways to maintain enrollment: 1. Register for at least one credit 2. Enroll in Maintenance of Matriculation 3. Take 

an approved leave of absence. If a student has completed all coursework but requires additional time to complete their degree, 

then they must enroll in Maintain Matriculation [MAINT-GA 47474] each fall and spring semester until degree conferral. Students 

may maintain matriculation only up until the time to degree limit. Any Master’s degree must be completed within 5 calendar 

years after the date of first enrollment in the Master’s program. MA’s that require a sixth year must first be approved for an 

extension.  

 

Graduate American Studies students are not allowed to take final course grades of Incomplete, except in extenuating health-related 
circumstances that have been validated by the DGS, in which case they must also receive permission from the instructor to submit 

final coursework after the original end-of-semester deadline.  A student who has received an Incomplete has until one calendar 

year from the beginning date for the term in which the course was taken to submit all work for the course.  If the student fails 

to submit the work by the deadline for resolution of Incompletes, the grade converts to a permanent Fail [F], and there will be 

no recourse after this occurs. 

 

By way of monitoring students’ status in and progress through the program, the departmental faculty each semester convenes a 

meeting at which it reviews all matriculating students’ records.  Each student will receive a letter remarking on his or her 

performance and progress in the program. When necessary, the DGS will request individualized meetings with students to further 

discuss their status. If it is discovered during the regular student review meeting that any non-departmental faculty member has 

unwittingly violated the department’s regulations on Incompletes and filed an inappropriate grade for a grad student, the DGS will 

arrange for the grade to be officially changed to either I or F, in keeping with departmental policy. 

 

 

 

GSAS POLICIES AND PROCEDURES: http://gsas.nyu.edu/docs/CP/755/PPmanualWorkinglinked_8_13_2009.pdf 

 

 

http://gsas.nyu.edu/docs/CP/755/PPmanualWorkinglinked_8_13_2009.pdf

