
New York University 

Wilf Family Department of Politics 

MA Program 

 

Policy and Instructions for Internships for Academic Credit 

 

 

The internship plays an important role in the educational and professional development of our 

students. The internship component of the MA Politics degree is designed to provide students with 

practical experience in occupational fields related to a Master’s degree in political science.  The 

internship is an excellent opportunity for you to gain direct work experience.  

 

The following provides information of the department and graduate school’s policies regarding 

internships for academic credit. 

 

International students planning to complete an internship should contact NYU’s Office of Global 

Services (OGS).  Any questions pertaining to Curricular Practical Training (CPT) and Optional 

Practical Training (OPT) should be directed to OGS. 

 

 

Requirements: 

 

An internship done for academic credit towards the MA Politics degree requires at least 120 hours 

of work with an approved organization or agency over the course of a semester or summer.  Per 

GSAS policy, internship duties may not exceed 20 hours per week during the Fall and Spring 

academic semesters.  An internship requiring more than 20 hours per week must be approved in 

advance by the Associate Dean for Academic and Student Affairs.  Full-time internships are 

permitted during the summer.   

 

In order to be eligible for academic credit, an internship must be related to a degree in Politics and 

comply with the “GSAS Policy on Internships for Academic Credit.”  As such, the internship 

requires onsite supervision and written evaluation.  The internship may be paid or unpaid.   The 

internship must be completed in the United States; exceptions to this require approval of the MA 

Program Director.  Web-based internships are not permissible for academic credit. 

 

Upon securing an internship, in order to receive credit, the student needs to have their on-site 

supervisor complete the “Internship Application Form.”  The form is to be returned to the MA 

Program Director.  After submitting the application form, the student should enroll in the 2-credit 

internship supervision course (POL-GA 3995).   Upon completion of the internship, the student 

should give their on-site supervisor the “Internship Evaluation Form” which is to be completed by 

the supervisor and submitted to the MA Program Director. 

 

Students must also register their internship through NYU Wasserman Center’s CareerNet.  In order 

to do so, log into NYU CareerNet. Go to “Profile” and select “Placements.”  Select “Add New,” 

fill out and submit the required information regarding your internship placement.   

 



Internship Supervision Course: 

 

The internship supervision course (POL-GA 3995) is supervised by the MA Program Director.  

When submitting the “Internship Application Form,” you should meet with the MA Program 

Director to discuss the learning objectives and goals of the internship.  In order to receive a grade 

for the internship course, the “Internship Evaluation Form” must be turned in and you must submit 

an 8-10 page paper. 

 

The paper should relate your internship experience to your education and Politics degree, and you 

should discuss how the learning objectives and goals of the internship were met.  You may discuss 

how the internship connected to your coursework.  You may also select a topic in the political 

science literature relevant to your internship and discuss how you experience confirms or 

contradicts the academic treatment of the subject.  If you completed research or wrote reports as 

part of your internship, you may incorporate them into your paper.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


