
CHEM UA 227 Majors Organic Chemistry I 
Fall 2017 

Paramjit Arora (arora@nyu.edu); 360 Brown 
Co-Instructors: Dr. Nick Angelo (nga207@nyu.edu) 

        Olivia Cullen (okc211@nyu.edu) 
        Je Sone (js7690@nyu.edu) 

Lectures: Tue, Wed, Thu 3:30-4:45 pm, Weinstein CL Room, 11 University Place 
Arora Office Hours: Mondays 11:00-12:00 pm or by appointment in Brown 360 
Angelo Office Hours: Wednesdays 2-3pm and Fridays 11-12pm in Silver 1002B 

 
Textbook: “Organic Chemistry”, Jones & Fleming (5th Ed.) 

Molecular Model Kit: “Maruzen Stereochemistry Set” (required) 
 

Details of the “No Lecture” Format:  This class uses a “non-traditional” format.  We will begin with a few 
traditional lectures, but lectures will rapidly fade away and become less frequent as the semester progresses. The 
class will be divided into groups of four and these groups will work on a set of problems together each day. 
Finished problems and answers will be posted on the NYU Classes website as they are done. The instructors 
will cruise the room, helping to keep you on track, responding to questions, and making suggestions for different 
approaches and/or extensions.  Attendance at the problem sessions is essentially mandatory. There is a very 
strong inverse correlation between the number of missed sessions and grades. History says that every missed 
problem session “costs” you about three points on your final average – three points per session! – that’s a lot. 
Come to class - the correlation is very strong.   
 

Tentative Schedule 
 
Week  Dates        Chapter  Title 
1  9/5-9/7             1  Atoms & Molecules; Orbitals and Bonding 
2  9/12-9/14       2  Alkanes 
3  9/19-9/21       3  Alkenes and Alkynes 
4  9/26-9/28       4  Stereochemistry 
5  10/3-10/4  5  Rings 

MIDTERM I   10/5     Chapter 1-4  

6  10/10-10/12            6  Alkyl halides, alcohols, amines, ethers  
7  10/17-10/19       7  Substitution Reactions 
8  10/24-10/26       7  Substitution Reactions 
9  10/31-11/1  8  Elimination Reactions 

MIDTERM II   11/2     Chapter 1-7  

10  11/7-11/9  9  Spectroscopy 
11  11/14-11/16  10  Addition to Alkenes 1 
12  11/21   11  Addition to Alkenes 2, Addition to Alkynes 
13  11/28-11/29  11  Addition to Alkenes 2, Addition to Alkynes 

MIDTERM III   11/30     Chapter 1-11 

14  12/5-12/7  12  Radical Reactions 
15 12/12-14  12  Radical Reactions 
 
FINAL EXAM Thursday 12/21, 10-11:50 AM   
 



Grading:   
Quizzes    15% (There will be weekly quizzes starting Week 3) 
Exams (2 Midterms + 1Final) 60% (20% for each Midterm and the Final) 
Lab     25% 
 

Attendance at all exams is mandatory.  Your lowest midterm exam score will be dropped.   
There is NO curve, which means two things: 1. There is no pre-set number or percentage of A’s, B’s and so on. 
There can be a year in which everyone gets an A.   2. Exams will not be scaled to some pre-set number. We aim 
for a median of about 65 on all exams. Historically, 65 has been roughly the B/B minus divide. Historically, in 
the Fall semester, 60-65% of the students get A’s and B’s (so, the course is not that hard).   
 
Molecular modeling:  It is tremendously important that you prepare models for as many compounds as possible 
so you can begin to “see” the molecules when you shut your eyes. 
 
Chemdraw: Chemdraw is the standard structure drawing program used in industry and academia.  NYU has a 
site license for this program, which you should download: http://guides.nyu.edu/c.php?g=276594&p=1844910 
You can use the Chem3D program on a PC (in Chemdraw) to analyze different conformations of organic 
compounds. 
 
Quizzes: Quizzes will be held each week on Thursdays starting with Week 3 (September 21).  Each quiz will 
last 10-15 min.  The lowest two quiz scores will be dropped (not more!). 
 
Cheating: If you must cheat on quizzes and exams, please do not get caught!  If you do get caught, you will be 
subjected to the maximum pain and suffering under the university rules.   
 
Exam Regrade Policy: 

• Do not make any marks on the exam. 
• On a separate, hand-signed cover sheet stapled to the exam, list your email address, state the problems 

that were misgraded, and affirm that no changes to the exam were made after grading. 
• Submit the regrade request within two weekdays of receiving the graded exam. 
• Arithmetic errors in adding up points will be corrected immediately. Graders are human and make errors 

that can both positively and negatively impact the overall score.  In response to a regrade request, we 
reserve the right to regrade the entire exam; therefore, your 
overall score may increase or decrease.  

• Oral or late requests for regrading will not be accepted. 
 
Changing an answer prior to requesting that an exam be regraded is 
cheating and will result in a minimum penalty of an F in the course, 
in accordance with University rules. Selected exams will be 
photocopied in order to minimize this temptation.   
 
Three basic rules for a happy organic life: 
(1) Come to each class; stay on top of the material and don’t fall 
behind.  Organic chemistry builds upon itself so you cannot miss a 
chapter and expect to understand the next one. 
(2) You can’t cram organic chemistry: to do well in this course, you 
will need to understand the fundamentals, and learn to generalize the 
behavior of roughly 10 million organic compounds. 
(3) Don’t hesitate to contact any of us if you are having trouble 
understanding a concept.  

 


